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Draft Goal
“Sustainably manage the groundwater resources of the Subbasin for current and future beneficial uses of
groundwater, including the river environment, through an adaptive management approach that builds on robust
science and monitoring and considers economic, social, and other objectives of a wide variety of stakeholders.”

ABOUT SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), the Santa Clarita Valley
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SCV-GSA) is developing a groundwater sustainability plan that
relies on consideration of six sustainable management criteria for the subbasin. The sustainability
indicators are established by the state Department of Water Resources and addressed by the GSA.
They are intended to protect beneficial uses in the subbasin and support the sustainability goal.

What Are The Criteria?
Chronic lowering of
groundwater levels

Degraded
groundwater quality

Reduction in
groundwater storage

Land subsidence

Why Are Sustainable
Management Criteria Important?
For each sustainability indicator, the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) must identify “significant and
unreasonable” effects (aka “undesirable results”) caused
by groundwater pumping to the indicator(s). The GSP then
establishes sustainable management criteria for each
indicator, to maintain sustainability or prevent undesirable
results from occurring. Every basin is different and has
different locally developed criteria.

Surface water depletion
Seawater intrusion (not applicable
due to geographic location)

HOW WERE THE LOCAL
CRITERIA DEVELOPED?
Public meetings
Public input
Comment forms
Hydrogeologic analysis
SCV Water staff input
SCV-GSA Stakeholder
Advisory Committee
Find more information at scvgsa.org
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Sustainability is achieved by avoiding “signiﬁcant and unreasonable” effects across six indicators
that make up the Sustainable Management Criteria.
DEFINING UNDESIRABLE RESULTS IN THE SUBBASIN:
There must be significant
and unreasonable effects
caused by pumping

A minimum threshold is
exceeded in a specified number
of representative wells over a
prescribed period

Impacts to beneficial uses occur,
including to groundwater dependent
ecosystems (GDEs) and/or threatened
or endangered species

Draft Sustainable Management Criteria
INDICATOR

OBJECTIVE

UNDESIRABLE RESULT

Chronic lowering of
groundwater levels

Maintain groundwater levels that continue
to support current and future groundwater
uses and a healthy river environment in
the Subbasin

Impacts to well production in
the Alluvial Aquifer & Saugus
Formation, Santa Clara River
flow and GDEs

Chronic reduction of
groundwater storage

Maintain sufficient groundwater volumes
in storage to sustain current and planned
groundwater use in prolonged drought
conditions while avoiding permanent
degradation of environmental values

Impacts to well production in the
Alluvial Aquifer & Saugus
Formation; inability to meet
demand in multi-year drought

Reduce or prevent land subsidence that
causes significant and unreasonable
effects to groundwater supply, land uses,
infrastructure, and property interests

Decline in land surface that
impacts groundwater supply,
land uses, infrastructure, and
property interests

Degraded Groundwater
Quality

Maintain access to drinking and agricultural
water supplies; maintain quality consistent
with current ecosystem uses

Contamination leading to loss
of supply, interference with
remediation efforts, groundwater
pumping that elevates salts
and nutrients

Depletion of
Interconnected
Surface Water

Avoid significant and unreasonable effects
to beneficial uses, including groundwaterdependent ecosystems (GDEs), caused by
groundwater extraction; maintain sufficient
groundwater levels and surface water flow
to sustain aquatic habitat where unarmored
threespine stickleback (UTS) are present

Reduced Santa Clara River flow
that impacts GDEs and sensitive
species; loss of riparian and
aquatic habitat;

Land Subsidence

Seawater Intrusion

Not applicable due to the inland location of the Subbasin.

For each indicator, details on the Minimum Thresholds, Measurable Objectives and Interim Milestones may
be found at scvgsa.org.
Find more information at scvgsa.org

