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Santa Clarita Was Under Water!
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Basic Definitions

ÅGroundwater ςǿŀǘŜǊ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ

ÅSurface water ςwater flowing at ground surface

ÅHydrogeology ςstudy of groundwater (and surface water)

ÅFormation ςa group of sediments/rocks, identifiable over distances

ÅAquifer ςgroup sediments/rocks that can store groundwater

ÅGroundwater Basin ςŘŜŦƛƴŀōƭŜΣ άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘέ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǉǳƛŦŜǊǎ

ÅHydrogeologic Conceptual Model ςa conceptual idea of how groundwater 
and geology interact; not a physical model

ÅCross Sections ςƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ 
looking at the side view of a slice of a layer cake.
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Basin Boundaries
ñHow is the Basin Defined?ò
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Basin 
Boundaries

ÅDWR Bulletin 118 
Basin No. 4-4.07

ÅDWR Basin 
Definition is based 
on Geology

ÅConnected to 
subbasin to the 
west

Hwy-126

Tech Memo Figure 1-1

Santa Clara River Valley Groundwater Basin, 
East Subbasin 
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